
Southington Public Library and Museum 

255 Main Street, Southington CT 

Library Board Meeting 

July 9, 2012 

 

Meeting called to order by Chairman Mary Ellen D’Angelo at 5:35PM. 

 

Members in attendance:  Mary Ellen D’Angelo, Patricia Kraut, Kelly Nichols, Ruth 

Riccio and Diann Thomson.   

 

Guests:  Marie Secondo. 

 

Secretary Minutes 

 

Public Communications:  There were none 

 

Library Communications:  There were none. 

 

Secretary Minutes:  Mary Ellen D’Angelo made a motion to accept the June secretary 

minutes.  Patricia Kraut seconded.  Approved. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:    Mary Ellen D’Angelo made a motion to approve the May 

treasurer’s report.  Ruth Riccio seconded.   Approved. 

 

Director’s Report:  Director Susan Smayda reported to the board that she and the library 

bookkeeper met with the assistant finance director to look at the proposal to move the 

library’s checkbook account into the MUNIS accounting system.  The details will be 

worked out in a meeting on July 10 with the town attorney and finance director.  She said 

the account would remain under library board control.  Smayda met with a representative 

of the Community Foundation of Greater New Britain to discuss ways which the library 

may encourage more donations to its endowments, especially the Capital Needs Fund.  

The representative has been invited to the board’s September meeting.  Smayda pointed 

out to board members that the library’s website has an area for anyone interested in 

giving a donation.  There was a small Arbor Day celebration at the library in thanks to 

Bob and Lucy Leach for donating several sapling trees.  Smayda thanked board members 

Mary Ellen D’Angelo and Marion Manware for attending.  She and the head children’s 

librarian interviewed candidates for the part-time substitute children’s librarian position.  

They were fortunate to find a very well qualified person to fill in for when a children’s 

librarian is on maternity leave.  Smayda read to New Britain children as part of their 

town-wide summer reading kickoff.  She attended the STEPS tree planting ceremony at 

Recreation Park.  Smayda and Barnes Museum Curator Marie Secondo met with artist 

Bud Gaudio who has created a terrific pen and ink drawing of the Barnes.  Gaudio’s art is 

currently showing at Paul Gregory’s Restaurant.  All of the children’s summer programs 

that require registration have long waiting lists and Smayda told the board that the library 

needs space so that more participants could attend.  Work on the Barnes roof has begun 

and if the weather cooperates will be completed in time for the Taste of Southington on 



August 8.   The RFQ (request for qualifications) has been publicized in the Record-

Journal and The Herald newspapers.  Submissions are due to be received in the town 

manager’s office by August 17.  The board discussed the need for more space in the 

library for meeting rooms, program rooms and an area for classes.   

   
Committee Reports:   There were none. 

 

Barnes Museum:  Curator Marie Secondo spoke about the upcoming Taste of 

Southington.  She received sponsorship from TD Bank which has enabled her to add a 

tent, extra tables and chairs to accommodate guests.  New to the event this year will be 

face painting by a clown and animal balloons.  The gazebo roof collapsed and a tall 

chestnut tree lost a large limb.  Tree removal will begin after permission from the tree 

warden.  During the month of June, 17 tours were given with 105 visitors from 

neighboring towns and from three other states.   

 

Friends of the Library:  The Friends have funded the Summer Reading program.  The 

program includes a free book for participating children and books may be purchased in 

the book store. 

  

Building & Maintenance:  The ceiling over the stairway at the back entrance has been 

leaking once again, without there having been any rain, which was possibly caused by 

condensation.  Director Smayda is addressing the issue.  The lower level hallway needs 

painting.  Plans to paint the library interior are being made.  Quotes she has received from 

professional painters have been more than can be afforded so she has made an alternate 

plan involving volunteers.  The board discussed sign removal throughout the library.    

 

Personnel and Policies:  There was none. 

 

Old Business:  There was none.   

 

New Business:  Director Smayda discussed ereaders with board members.  She pointed 

out that only approximately 20% of the US population use ereaders and that many people 

still prefer reading from books, even those who use ereaders.  A Cheshire bookstore is 

closing. 

 

Patricia Kraut made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Kelly Nichols seconded.  Meeting 

adjourned. 

 

Respectively Submitted, Harriet Bitar 

 

 


